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LAND CLEARING REGULATIONS 
Statement 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [5.32 pm]:  Labor has absolutely no understanding of the country.  
I am pleased to see that the Minister for Agriculture is in the Chamber.  I have in front me the most ludicrous 
draft regulations I have seen.   

Hon Kim Chance interjected. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Was it not the present Government that wanted to take eight seats out of the 
country and bring them into the city ?  What sort of representation would country people have?  We have no 
representation now.  Country Labor is something that the Labor Party has made up.  Obviously the minister has 
not been listening.  

The third draft land clearing regulations came out yesterday, and the farming community is absolute appalled.  
Farmers are being sold out.  In case the Labor Party has not noticed, regional Western Australia is made up of 
farmers who add millions to the economy every year.  I call these regulations the third draft because they are the 
third set released to peak bodies since the Environmental Protection Amendment Bill went through some 10 
months ago.  The first two were a shambles, and this third one is just as bad.  Along with Craig Underwood of 
the Pastoralists and Graziers Association and, more recently, Trevor DeLandgrafft of the Western Australian 
Farmers Federation, I have been trying to get a reasonable outcome that would allow farmers to go about their 
normal farm practices without having to look at a whole raft of exemptions.  A letter sent today to the Minister 
for the Environment by Barry Court of the Pastoralists and Graziers Association states - 

Draft 18 of these Regulations in no way reflects the concerns raised by our representatives during the 
consultation process proposed by yourself after your attendance at a PGA meeting of 350 landowners at 
Mt. Barker in February.   

I was there and also addressed that meeting.  The letter continues - 

More seriously, it betrays your repeated public undertakings that these new regulations would in no way 
adversely impinge on the day to day activities of farmers and landowners.   

In fact they now go further towards exposing private landowners to massive penalties for trivial 
offences than when this consultation process started.  

The PGA now has no option but to advise all WA rural landowners to forcefully condemn these 
proposed regulations as being hostile to their traditional rights and entitlements as private property 
owners. 

The letter goes on and on.  The Western Australian Farmers Federation has released the same type of letter.  I 
really had high hopes that commonsense would prevail.  However, once again, the minister has pandered to the 
green groups. 

Hon Dee Margetts:  You must be kidding! 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  No, I am not kidding.  As I go through the exemptions, I will point out the 
shortcomings in this draft.  I certainly hope this is not the last draft, but I fear, given the time frame, that it will 
be.  If this Government tries to ram this through as it is, there will be consequences.  I have great doubts about 
the ability of the Department of Environment.   

Hon Norman Moore:  Perhaps you should send a copy to Country Labor. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I do not know who Country Labor is.  I have never seen them.   

I turn now to the table headed “Description of clearing”.  Item 1, clearing to construct a building, I will let sneak 
through.  Item 2 is clearing fire risk reduction areas around a building.  The last draft provided that people could 
clear around their house but they could not clear around commercial premises or their shed.  Thank God that has 
gone and now a person can clear around his house or shed.  However, that is only if the construction is lawful - 
the department found that it had to put that in - and that is only if the clearing is on the property on which the 
building is located or being constructed, so a person will be allowed to clear within 20 metres of buildings.   

Hon Kim Chance:  You approve of that change, do you? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  The stupidity has been taken out of that one, but, by God, it has taken a long 
time.  Item 3 is clearing resulting from accidents or to reduce danger.  Another piece of stupidity has been taken 
out of that one.  In the first two drafts, if a person had a dangerous tree limb overhanging his house, he could cut 
off the limb but he could not cut down the tree.  Now, thank goodness, if the circumstances giving rise to the 
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clearing or the need for the clearing were not caused by the negligence of the person clearing or the person who 
authorised the clearing, the person can cut down the tree.   

Item 3a is clearing for fire hazard reduction.  That does not make sense to me.  Does it mean that farmers can 
now burn?  It says that clearing is fire hazard reduction burning if the clearing is to occur outside the prohibited 
or restricted burning times declared under the Bush Fires Act 1954 for the zone in which the clearing is to take 
place.  However, the Act provides that a person cannot burn, drain, flood, ringbark or graze on any native 
vegetation.  There is nothing in these exemptions to say that a farmer can burn his logs.  Therefore, there is still a 
bit of a danger here.  These exemptions are not as clear as the minister has said.  In item 5, clearing for firewood, 
there is still the stupidity that a person cannot give away his firewood.  It must be for his own use; that is, for 
domestic heating or cooking.  Now the Government is trying to stop people who live down my way from using 
wood fires.  We can see where Country Labor is headed.  We do not have gas on line where I live.  We have 
wood fires.  People can cut down wood for fire so long as the clearing does not kill any live vegetation and does 
not prevent regrowth of the vegetation - so the Government has left in that little gem - but people cannot take 
firewood off their own property and give it away.  Item 6 is clearing to provide fencing and farm materials.  That 
means that a person cannot cut down a tree for fence posts if that means he will kill off live vegetation.   That is 
another little gem that has been left in.  The Government will have to go back to the drawing board.  Item 13 is 
clearing for woodwork.  The minister and I have chatted about this.  There is a huge hole there in allowing 
people to get logs off private property for craft wood or for firewood.   

Hon Kim Chance:  But there is a clear pathway in the Act to permit that. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  No, no, no.  It is complicated.  The minister has not answered any of my letters.  
He has not answered them in the Countryman publicly, and he has not answered them to me.  There is a hole 
there.   

Hon Kim Chance:  Have you written directly to me? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Yes.  I have written directly to the minister.  I have not received an answer yet.   

Hon Kim Chance:  I am sure you will get an answer.  I have not seen the letters yet.   

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I hope I do, because there is a hole there.  I cannot go on and on, because I do not 
have the time; I would have liked to have had about three hours.  The real gem in this is that it says that a person 
can clear up to one hectare over 10 years.  For God’s sake!  Over 10 years people can clear up to one hectare, if 
they have a property of more than 100 hectares.  The other thing is that if people come under schedule 4 of the 
Local Government Act, they cannot touch anything. 

Hon Kim Chance:  Hang on.  You have been arguing for clearing of one hectare without - 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Yes, but not over 10 years, for God’s sake.   

Hon Kim Chance:  You didn’t say over what period. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I did so.  When people cannot cut down a tree, and they must get out a tape 
measure and measure 50 metres from any native vegetation - 

Hon Kim Chance:  There is nothing to prevent people cutting down a tree. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Yes, that is in the regulations.  However, the thing that I want to get through to 
the minister is -  

Hon Kim Chance:  Have you just misunderstood the regulations? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  No, I have not.  People can clear, without exemption, up to one hectare over a 
period of 10 years, as long as they have a property of 100 hectares or more.  However, if people live in the 
following regions, they cannot clear: Broomehill, Bruce Rock, Chapman Valley, Corrigin, Cunderdin, Dardanup, 
Dowerin, Dumbleyung, Goomalling, Kellerberrin, Koorda, Mingenew, Mt Marshall, Mullewa, Narembeen, 
Northam - town, Perenjori, Quairading, Tammin, Trayning, Wagin, Wickepin, Wongan-Ballidu and 
Wyalkatchem.  That is all of the mid west area.  The mid west brings in $593.1 million from agriculture. 
Hon Kim Chance:  And it still will, notwithstanding these regulations. 
Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  A lot of people will be fined.  Imagine people taking the regulations out on the 
tractor with them.  They will say, “Oh gee, can I do this?  Can I do that?  I’ll have to take my bible with me.”   

Hon Kim Chance:  Have you ever seen the regulations under the Soil and Land Conservation Act? 
Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  They go and this stupidity will replace them.   
Hon Kim Chance:  They are just as extensive and explicit as these regulations.   
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Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  They are not.  Why are the minister’s peak bodies telling him to go back to the 
drawing board?  They are not stupid.  They can see what I can see.  I can read very clearly. 
Hon Kim Chance:  I think we have substantially met the demands that they made. 
Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  The Government has not met the demands that they have made; it has not. 
Hon KIM CHANCE:  You have actually admitted it.  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  The Minister for Agriculture agrees with everything in these regulations for the 
farming community.  
Hon Kim Chance:  I certainly do not agree with the statement that you made. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Does the minister agree with these regulations? 
Hon Kim Chance:  I don’t believe these regulations inhibit a person’s normal farming operations. 
Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  The minister does not believe they inhibit normal farm practice.  That is on the 
record, and I am pleased. 
Hon Kim Chance:  I am happy for that to be on the record. 
Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  How can the minister know better than the peak farming bodies: the Pastoralists 
and Graziers Association and the Western Australian Farmers Federation?  How can he know better than they? 
Hon Kim Chance:  I will discuss that with them when they - 
Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I will do the minister’s job for him.  I will get these regulations out to every 
single farmer in this State, as I did before, because Country Labor (WA) does not exist.  It does not care about 
the farming community.   
 


